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(vol. I. chap. 27); and again in his account of that place :
" II en vient aussi quantite de rnonnoye d'argent que Ton
appelle Larins, qui est le meilleur argent du monde, &
on les nomme Larins cVOrinus " (vol. II. chap. 18).

This coin, in common use on the west coast of India,
was current for many years at 60 reis. Thus in 1525 at
Din 5J fedeas or one tanga, and in Cambaya one tanga
lary, were equal to this sum (Lembran^as das cousas da
India, in Subsidies para a liistoridia da India-Portugueza,
pp. 36, 38), and a letter of the king, dated February 18
of the same year, reprehends the practice of giving five
tangas in silver for the gold pardao, which it states
was generally worth six (Aragao, p. 123). In 1534-1535
at the building of the fortress of Diu, the chief money
was the tanga de prata, five going to the pardao of 300
reis and sis to the pardao douro, and although it after-
wards rose in value as bullion until five went to the gold
pardao, it continued until 1557 to be reckoned locally at
60 reis (ibid., Doct., No. 4).

That this tanga was the larin is shown by the letter
of the king D. Sebastiao already referred to, in which it
is stated that before the governorship of D. Joao de
Castro (1545-1548) the pardao redondo was worth six
"tangas laarins," the xerafim of Hormuz five and the
Venetian seven (v, note 17). At G-oa in the time of
Nunes, though the old valuation remained in force in
some places, the silver tanga was current for 60 leaes or
72 reis, namely, at the rate of five to the parddo douro:
this circulation, however, was forced, as on the mainland
it was valued at 80 leaes (96 reis) or more (Aragao, Doct.,
No. 9).

The first Portuguese tangas of 60 reis each appear
to have been struck with the silver patacoes, though